
St. Theodore’s Cemetery Committee - Laporte 
 

November 19, 2020 
 

 
1. In Attendance 
Fr. Tony, Dennis Fisher, Ken Nelson and Kevin Warne. Roger Rudbeck was absent. Father Tony thanked 
Jackie Duff who completed her term and welcomed Ken Nelson as a new member of STC Cemetery 
Committee. The minutes of the previous meeting was read and approved. Then the members of the 
Committee reviewed the diocesan policies on Cemetery Administration. 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report 
The treasurer’s report was presented by the Pastor. Fr. Tony pointed out that currently the Cemetery Savings 
Account has become dormant due to lack of activities. In order to avoid the dormant fee, it was suggested to 
close the Cemetery Saving Account and transfer the balance to STC Cemetery Checking Account. 
 
2.1 Report from St. Theodore’s Cemetery 
Kevin reported that St. Theodore’s spring clean-up day was organized by Marcel Noyes this year. Skunks had 
damaged the grass in some areas of the Cemetery. The volunteers filled in those areas with black dirt and 
insecticide was applied. We may have to reseed in early September. The cemetery flag pole was repaired and 
the flag replaced. Kevin proposed the following works to be done in future: Adding mulch to the flower 
garden; Refreshing Guardian Angel Memorial; and repairing the sinking graves and headstones. 
 
It was informed that Mr. Tom Siwek of Siwek Lumber and Millwork Corporation had expressed interest in 
upgrading the Guardian Angel Monument because he had family ties to it. We will contact him. As much as 
possible, during Spring Cleaning time families who own a lot in the cemetery should be invited to join the 
community in taking care of sinking graves and headstones in their presence and with their help. This is 
something the small Cemeteries in our diocese are doing in order to avoid insurance liability issues. 
 
2.2 St. Lawrence’s Cemetery Report 
Dennis reported that he had walked the new fence-line around the cemetery and found no concerns. He 
agreed that he will clean brush away from the fence in the spring. He will help the parish office to update 
contact information of people who hold a lot in St. Lawrence’s Cemetery.  Kevin reported that a new 
cemetery sign has been installed in St. Lawrence’s cemetery, Guthrie. 
 
2.3 Presentation of Yearend 2019 & 1st Quarter Financial Report of 2020 
Fr. Tony presented the 2019-2020 Yearend Report and the Financial Statement of July 2020 - October 2020. 
The statement indicated that the cemetery newsletter mailed last spring was effective in bringing in some 
donations. The committee agreed to publish the newsletter to in order to inform and encourage future 
donations from parishioners and others who have their loved ones at rest in our cemeteries. 
 
 
New Business 
 
3.1 Second Burials in the Lots Bought Before 2000 
It was proposed that when a second burial is requested in a lot that was purchased before 2000, a fee of $250 
should be charged. Before 2000, lots were sold for less money than the present rate; and they were sold with 
the understanding they would hold one burial only. After year 2000, the cost of a lot is $350 with the 
understanding that up to 2 burials could be allowed in the lot. The members of the committee accepted the 
proposal and henceforth committee will charge a fee of $250, when a second burial is requested in a lot 
purchased before 2000. 
 



 
3.2 Investing Cemetery Perpetual Care Money with Catholic Community Fund 
As the bank interest rates are so low at the moment, the committee discussed whether or not cemetery 
perpetual care funds should be invested in the Catholic Community Fund (CCF), in Crookston. Some raised 
concerns over investment safety and protection of the perpetual care fund. Fr. Tony will get more 
information from the diocese and get the advice of the Corporate Board of St. Theodore’s Church on this 
matter. 
 
3.3 Removal of Summer Decorations at the Cemetery 
Kevin reported that on October 1st a written inventory was made and photos were taken of the decorative 
items that were left at the gravesites. About ½ dozen items were removed and are now stored near the fence 
in the southeast corner of the cemetery. One grave has a planter that has been cemented into the ground and 
an artificial plant that has been tightly wired into the planter. The family will be contacted by the parish 
office.  
 

Kevin informed that wreaths have been placed at the gravesites of veterans in time for Veterans Day. It’s 
unclear who placed them and if the party will return to remove them. If it can be learned who placed the 
wreaths, they will be directed to work through the parish office in the future. If the responsible party can’t be 
reached the wreaths will be removed after Christmas. 
 
3.4 Request from St. Lawrence’s Cemetery Lawn Mower 
Dennis communicated a request made by the lawn mower of St. Lawrence’s Cemetery. In place of the 
compensation he currently receives, will the committee consider offering him burial plots?  The committee 
realized that a monetary payment is needed for proper record keeping and the lawn mower can pay the full 
value of the lot in Guthrie ($350) from his compensation.  
 
3.5 Publishing Annually Cemetery Newsletter 
It was recommended that the Cemetery Newsletter be published annually. We will include in the next 
newsletter information about 2nd burials in a single lot and the policy on Holiday Decorations. We will keep 
on updating the lot owner’s information, so that we can reach out to more people.   
 
3.6 Possible 2021 Spring Cleaning Day  
Spring Cleaning of St. Theodore’s Cemetery is scheduled for Saturday, May 22, 2021. 
 
3.7 Extension of Committee Members Terms Due to Covid-19 
During the Covid-19 months, the Cemetery Committee was unable to have the scheduled meetings. Fr. Tony 
requested the members to extend their term by one year. For example, if a member’s term was to expire in 
2020 it will be expiring in 2021.  
 
4. Next Meeting:  
Scheduled for Thursday, April 22, 2021 at 3:00 PM 
 
Notes provided by: 
Kevin Warne 

 


