
Our Lady of the Pines Church, Nevis 
Minutes of the Cemetery Committee: October 27, 2020 

 
 

1. Members Present: Fr. Tony Fernando, Bob Lindow, Jim McAlister, Dan Carlson and Steve Hankey. Nicholas Podoll was absent. 
After the opening prayer by Fr. Tony, the minutes of the previous meeting was accepted as written. 

 

2. Treasurer’s Report: Bob reported $9,602.09 in checking and $2,232.95 in savings accounts at Northwood Bank, Nevis. The 
Perpetual Care CDs at the First National Bank of Akeley is: $27,214.75.         

 

The members asked the Pastor to consider investing the Perpetual Care Money with the Diocesan Bank in Crookston, known as 
“Diocese of Crookston Catholic Community Fund.” We can draw half yearly interest from the Diocesan Bank at a higher rate 
than the local banks are offering at the moment. Besides, our funds could help the diocesan bank to offer loans to other parishes 
and institutions for their Church program. Fr. Tony will get more information from the diocese and get member’s input before 
investing the money with the diocesan bank. 

 

3. Report on Cemetery Spring Cleaning: Steve Hankey, the organizer of Spring Cleaning 2020 reported that though we were in 
the midst of Covid -19 pandemic, there was an overwhelming response of volunteers who came forward to work in both of our 
cemeteries. Announcements were made through social media; Parishioners and non-Catholics came with their equipment; Local 
newspaper gave a front page coverage; it worked as a community event with a lunch served by the organizers. We are thankful to 
Steve Hankey and Nicholas Podoll for coordinating this event. 

 

4. Report on Burials in the Cemetery: Jim McAllister gave the committee a short report on the number of lots sold in both of 
our cemeteries and the burials conducted in the year 2020. 

 

5. Presentation of Financial Statement: Then Fr. Tony distributed the Financial Statement of the cemetery for the period of 
October 2019 - September 2020. 

 

6. New Business 
6.1   Removal of Summer Decorations in the Cemetery:  The committee revisited its policy on Cemetery Decorations done by 

the lot owners during summer season. Beginning in May and running through September, cemetery lot owners of Lakeside and 
Woodlawn cemeteries are permitted to decorate the grave of their loved ones with temporary fixtures like flowers, statues or 
other decorative items. No permanent fixtures are allowed. All decorations should be removed by September 30th. If, for whatever 
reason, a family is unable to remove them, the committee will remove the decorations at the end of October. This policy is 
published before and after summer for the information of the people. This year the committee members will be removing the 
left over decorations on Thursday, November 5th at 1:00 PM. 

 

6.2 Second Burials in the Lots bought before 2000: The committee passed the following resolution on Lots sold before the year 
2000. Understanding that the graves sold or used before 2000 were designed for one burial, the committee will have a Grave 
Opening Charge of $250 when a second burial is requested on those graves. It will cover the differences in the present Lot rates. 
If the family do not use the Funeral Home services for burial of Cremains, the committee will offer the service of digging the 
grave for $100, out of which $50 will be paid to the grave digger and $50 will be added to Cemetery maintenance fund.   

 

6.3 Progress on Lakeside Cemetery Project: Road Leveling: The road leading to the cemetery from the second entrance needs 
to be leveled with class-V materials in order to reduce erosion. Bob Lindow had contacted the contractors for bids and was 
surprised that the parish office had not received any so far. He will once again talk to the contractors and hope to start the work 
in Spring. Meanwhile Jim McAllister came forward to fill the pot holes in the entrance road before snow comes down. 

 

6.4 Tree Removals at Lakeside & Woodlawn Cemeteries: Due to the recent storm about 10 trees were damaged in both of our 
cemeteries and the Woodlawn cemetery fence needed repair.  Loren Kramer volunteered to do the cleaning and have the wood 
as his compensation. However, we end up paying for the job. The Committee members recommended that in future no work 
should be awarded without taking a bid and approved by the committee.  

 

6.5 Spring Cleaning 2021: Steve Hankey came forward to organize the Spring Cemetery Cleaning once again. If weather permits it 
will be held on Saturday, May 15th at 8:30 AM. 

 

6.6 Cemetery Newsletter 2021: We are grateful to Deb King, who has been preparing Cemetery Newsletter in the past years. It was 
decided that with the assistance of the parish office staff and other volunteers the newsletter of 2021 will be prepared and mailed 
out from the parish office just before Memorial Day. Jim McAllister will assist with the contact updates and mailing. 

 

6.7 Committee members Term extended by 1 year due to Covid-19: As we were not able to hold our regular meetings due to 
Covid-19, it was recommended to extend one more year of member’s terms to their time of completion. Accordingly all the 
members of the Cemetery Committee had one more year added. 

 

7.   Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 20, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
 

Recorded by: Fr. Tony 


